[Agranulocytosis induced by synthetic antithyroid drugs: efficacy of hematopoietic growth factors].
Agranulocytosis is the most serious problem, potentially fatal, that can occur during antithyroid drug therapy. The use of hematopoietic growth factors is an attractive approach to reduce the period of this drug-induced neutropenia. We report two cases of severe antithyroid drug-related agranulocytosis (granulocyte count < 0.1 x 10(9)/L) treated with Granulocyte Colony-Stimulating Factor (G-CSF) or Granulocyte-Macrophage Colony-Stimulating Factor (GM-CSF). The delay to observe a granulocyte count superior to 1 x 10(9)/L was respectively 1 and 5 days. Our results, with others, clearly show that hematopoietic growth factors are effective in severe antithyroid drug-induced agranulocytosis.